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Clarification on the Organization of the NFA 


An Sede On page 5 of the October-December 2005 issue of AGRIBIZ erroneously stated that 

the NFA was “founded” in 1935. 

a etna the Guide For NFA reports that “in May 1927 the New Farmers of Virginia 

‘ ae xf their first state meeting and rally at Virginia State College, Petersburg.” 

College forote to the Guide, “the first sectional group meeting was held at Virginia State 

tafolina South: ie this meeting the Washington Section was formed consisting of North 

Washington a arolina and Virginia.” It is further stated that “at the sectional meeting in 

and adopted." in 1951, reports favorable to having a National Organization were discussed 
Dr. H.0. Sa a 

first National Re ce an official with the US Office of Education, made arrangements for the 
Chaise s aeration to be held at Tuskegee Institute in Alabama in 1935. 

for calling this erro © Harold J. Mackey, a retired Agricultural Educator of Williamston, SC, 
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organization of the ee attention and providing the documentation needed to clarify the 
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Michael Burdette—Wice President, 

Calhoun Falls, SC 


Shane Grice—Vice President, Warrenville, SC 
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Tom Willingham, Blythewood, SC 
Al Gray, Hartsville, SC 

M. Pat Black, Branchville, SC 


Associate Vice Presidents 
Melanie Birchmore, Laurens, SC 
Derrick Cooper, Gilbert, SC 

Joan Alexander, Florence, SC 
Virgil Nichols, Neeses, SC 


Clemson University Agricultural Education Staff 
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South Carolina 
FFA Convention 
Set for Clemson 


The State FFA Convention will be Other highlights 
held at Clemson University, June 7-9, include the SC Young Farmer and ; 
2006. Some of the highlights of the Agribusiness-FFA Golf Tournament; SICle Officers from the lef}: : 

i 77 Shane Grice, Emily Waggoner, Michael 
program include a keynote address recognition of FFA Stars over South Burdette, Stephen Tyner, Jason Gore and 
by National FFA President Travis Carolina; presentation of scholarships, Jacob Powers 
Jett; an inspirational presentation by FFA Degrees and other awards; career 
Motivational Story Teller and Humorist development event finals; and the election 
Thomas Dismukes; and entertainment by of the 2006-07 state FFA officer team. 


Hypnotist Dr. Jim Wand. 


Internationally 
Known Hypnotist 


to Entertain National FFA 
Convention President to 


a: Participants Address State 
ie Convention 


Dr. Jim Wand, founder and owner of Wand Enterprises, has over 5000 engagements 
to his credit and is considered one of the most professional hypnotic entertainers in 
the world. He has appeared on the Discovery Channel, Comedy Central, FOX, ABC, 
NBC and ABC. He is currently producing a hypnosis show in Las Vegas that plays 
seven days per week. ~ 


_ Travis Jett 


National FFA President Travis Jett of 
northwest Oklahoma will keynote the 
State FFA Convention. A junior at the 
University of Oklahoma where he is 
majoring in Agricultural Economics, 
Travis is on leave from the university. He 
served as president of the Oklahoma FFA 


Association in 2004-05. 


Motivational Storyteller 
and Humorist Will Inspire 
Audience 


South Carolina native and author Thomas Dismukes of Johnson City, Tennessee, will 
cause convention attendees to roll with laughter and applaud with excitement as he 
challenges them to maximize their potential, serve others, conquer their fears and 
achieve a balanced life. He is a former state FFA officer in South Carolina. 


Thomas Dismukes 


www.scaged.org 


FFA members from the Lexington 
Technology Center, Pelion High School 
and Gilbert High School have experienced 
first hand the meaning of the FFA theme 
“Living To Serve.” They provided a 
modern greenhouse with equipment and 
supplies to the Wilcox Central High School 
in Camden, Alabama, to replace the one 
destroyed by Hurricane Katrina. 

Tommy Harmon, Horticulture 
Instructor at the Lexington Technology 
Center learned of the Wilcox Central High 
School Horticulture Department's need 
soon after the storm hit. 

With the full cooperation and 
support of Lexington Schoo! District 1 
administrators, Harmon and his 
Horticulture students dismantled a 32 by 
96 foot surplus greenhouse which was 
scheduled to be replaced by new buildings 
and prepared it for shipment to Alabama. 

FFA members from Pelion and Gilbert 
High Schools heard about the plan and 
joined in what has appropriately become 
known as the Habitat for Horticulture 
project. Each of the three chapters 
launched a fund raising campaign to 
purchase needed equipment and supplies 
to accompany the greenhouse. 

Walter Hook, owner of Rocky Wells 
Trucking Company, provided and drove 
one of his large trucks to deliver the 
greenhouse, supplies and equipment 
to Camden, Alabama, 
January 20-21. He was 
accompanied by his wife, 


“Lexington, Pelion and 
gs C apters Repla 
t Alabama Hig oh c 


ice 
choo 


Cindy, and their daughter, 
Jessica, who is president of the 
Lexington FFA Chapter. Others 
who traveled to Alabama 
included Mr. Harmon and 

FFA officer Jacob Hathcox of 
Lexington; and Pelion FFA 
Advisor Frank Stover and FFA 
officers Kyle Lucas and Ricky 
Thompson. 

Wilcox Central High 
School administrators and 
agricultural education teachers 
were overwhelmed by the 
generosity of the Lexington, Pelion and 
Gilbert FFA Chapters. “We have more than 
300 students enrolled in Agri-science 
courses here and 90 of them are studying 
Horticulture,” 
Willie J. Gholston. “The efforts of the 
FFA chapters in Lexington County, South 
Carolina, saved the Horticulture program 
at Wilcox Central,” he emphasized. 

In recognition of the outstanding 
accomplishments of the Lexington, Pelion 
and Gilbert FFA members and instructors 
Tommy Harmon, Frank Stover and Derrick 
Cooper, Senator Nikki Setzler presented 
a Certificate of Commendation passed by 
the State Senate to representatives of each 
chapter at a ceremony at the State Capitol 
in February. @ 


said Horticulture Instructor 
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Lexington and Pelion FFA members and 
advisors gather with Wilcox Central High 

School FFA members and advisors prior to 
unloading the greenhouse, equipment and 
supplies. 


Walter Hook, owner of Rocky Wells 
Trucking Company, with daughter, Jessica, 
and wife Cindy. 


Senator Nikki Setzler of Lexington 
presented a Certificate of Commendation 
to Tommy Harmon, Lexington FFA 
Advisor (left); Jessica Hook, Lexington 
FFA President; Frank Stover, Pelion 
FFA Advisor; Kyle Lucas, Pelion FFA 
President; Derrick Cooper, Gilbert FFA 
Advisor and Al Arnette, President of the 


Gilbert FFA Chapter. 


Clover FFA Mem 
Produces Biodie 


Clover High School ninth grader and FFA 
chapter officer Flint Holbrook heard his 
agricultural education teacher, Chris Edge, 
discuss how easy it is to make biodiesel. 
‘As he talked my interest was sparked,” 
said Holbrook. “I decided to make some 
biodiesel on an experimental basis. My 
motivation was stimulated by the high 
price of diesel fuel and the fact that my dad 
drives a diesel truck,” he added. 

Holbrook began researching the 
subject and found that biodiesel is 98 
percent cleaner than petrodiesel and is 100 
percent biodegradable. He learned that 
it can be made from waste cooking oil or 
Virgin oil. 


bar-b-que restaurant 
gallons of the used cooking oil. 
purchased some virgin of i 
soy, corn and peanut to compare in his 
research. He located the other necessary 
ingredients from local suppliers. 

Holbrook discovered that the used 
vegetable oil must settle for about a week 
to allow the food particles to fall to the 
bottom of the container. It must then be 
heated and filtered. The virgin oil does not 
require this step because it is already pure. 

“The advantages for choosing used 
oil were twofold,” says Holbrook. “It was 
readily available and free,” he added. 

Once the oil was purified, proper 
calculations to determine the amounts of 
the other ingredients were needed. Great 
care had to be taken when handling and 
mixing the ingredients including the use of 
protective face masks, gloves and clothing. 

After placing the oil in an approved 
mix tank, the chemical was carefully 

added, then shaken or stirred for five 
minutes and left to settle overnight. 
Once settled, a jelly-like substance 


Flint Holbrook (left) with Chris Edge, 


» Agricultural Education Teacher and FFA 


advisor at Clover High School 


_ Flint Holbrook 


formed at the bottom of the container 
known as glycerin, a by-product of 
biodiesel. The biodiesel was poured off 
the top, filtered, allowed to settle and the 
action repeated several times. 

A process known as “washing” 
released air bubbles at the bottom of the 
container and allowed for the collection of 
any impurities as they floated to the top. 

He says the feasibility of making 
biodiesel may be debatable but if the 
proper processor can be designed and built 
allowing for producing large quantities 
with minimal handling of the oil and 
efficient and safe heating, filtering and 
mixing, it would certainly worth the effort 

“Biodiesel fuel is a healthy substitute 
for foreign petroleum products and may 
be the future fuel for diesel vehicles,” 
Holbrook says. 

Clover High School Agricultural 
Education teacher Edge is high in his praise 
of Holbrook. “He is an outstanding student 
with great promise as an agricultural 
scientist or engineer,” Edge said. 


Dobbins Named Distinguished 
Teacher in the South 


Dr. Tom Dobbins, Associate Professor and Program 
Coordinator for Agricultural Education at Clemson 
University, has been recognized as the Distinguished 
Teacher of the Year in the South by the American 
Association of Agricultural Educators. 

Dr. Dobbins, a native of Anderson County, is a 
graduate of Abraham Baldwin Agricultural College 
with an Associate of Science Degree in Agriculture. 
He also graduated from Clemson University with a 
BS Degree in Agricultural Education and a Master of 
Agriculture Degree in Dairy Science. He received a 
Doctorate of Philosophy Degree in Vocational-Technical 
Education from Virginia Polytechnic Institute and 
State University in 1999. 


As an Associate Professor in the Agricultural 
and Bio-Systems Engineering Department, Dr. 
Dobbins coordinates the undergraduate and 
graduate program for Agricultural Education 
and serves as Advisor to the Clemson University 
Collegiate FFA Organization. He also develops 
instructional material for agricultural educators in 
South Carolina. 

Dr. Dobbins, chairman of the Pendleton School 
District Board of Trustees, is a member of the Board of 
Directors of the National FFA Alumni. 

The prestigious award was presented to Dr. 
Dobbins at a National Conference of University 
Agricultural Educators in Orlando, Florida. 


www.scaged.org 


Brooks Receives 
National Beard 


the Baseball Field category,” said 
Dr. Trent Hale, Executive Director 
of the SC Sports Turf Managers 
Association. 

Brooks is a graduate of Clemson 
University with a BS Degree in Animal 
Science and a MS Degree in Agricultural 
Education. 


David Brooks. Agricultural Education 
Teacher at Hillcrest High School. 
Simpsonville, SC, was named recipient 
of the National Sports Turf Managers 
Baseball Field of The Year Award at 
the National Sports Turf Managers 
Association Convention in Orlando, 
Florida, in January. 

“This is the first time a South 
Carolinian has won the national award in 


David Brooks (right) with Hillcrest High 
School Turf Management students Jeremy 
Willis (left), Spencer Abercrombie; Clark 
Cox, Sports Turf Manager at the University 
of South Carolina and @ former State FFA 
Officer in North Carolina; students Jordan 
Dupree and Courtland Dunar 
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Berry is Outstandin 
Agricultural Education 


Senior 


Blake Berry, a graduate of Hillcrest 
High School in Greenville County, is 
the Outstanding Senior in Agricultural 
Education at Clemson University. 

The award was presented by Dr. W. 
Harold Allen, Chair of the Department of 
Agricultural and Biological Engineering, 
at a banquet sponsored by the College of 
Agriculture, Forestry and Life Sciences. 

A former president of the SC FFA 
Association, Berry has been recognized as 


the State FFA Star in Agribusiness 
and received the John W. Parris 
Agricultural Leadership Award. 

He will participate in a two- 
week Tropical Biology Program 
this summer on the Island of 
Dominica 


Blake Berry with Dr. Tom Dobbins (lef) 
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Berry, who has studied at the and Dr. W. Harold Allen fi 
University of Aberdeen in Scotland, is 
the son of Michael and Rebecca Berry of ’ 
Fountain Inn. iy 
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Edsel Williams of Britton’s Neck, and a member of the SC Beef Board, ws 
SC, was named recipient of the State serves as a member of the Board of 2 #3 
Environmental Stewardship Award for Directors of the National Council on oa 
2005 by the SC Cattlemen's Association. Agricultural Education. He is also St 
The award was presented at the annual serving on the executive committee of i 
meeting of the association held at the the National Young Farmer Education : 
Edisto Research and Education Center Association as immediate past president BS 
near Blackville in January 2006. of that organization. ~ 7, 
Williams, treasurer of the SC Young tf 
Farmer and Agribusiness Association ge 
¥. 
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Agri ‘ricultural Leaders 
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at Conference 
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State Commissioner of Agriculture Hugh 
Weathers was the keynote speaker at the 
annual Agricultural Issues Conference 
sponsored by the Darlington County 
Young Farmer and Agribusiness Chapter in 
January. The event was held in the Lamar 
High School cafeteria. 

: Other speakers included W. Pat Earle, 
; Agricultural Education teacher at McBee 


High School, and Allen Wright, President 
of the McBee FFA 


The Branchville High School FFA Chapter 
was awarded a $3500 Environmental 
Grant from the PalmettoPride organization 
at a ceremony in Columbia on March 22. 
Branchville FFA officers Benjamin 
Kinsey and Brett Ardis and their advisor, 
M, Pat Black, Agricultural Education 
instructor, attended the breakfast meeting. 
The PalmettoPride Challenge for the 
Environment Grant program is designed 
to make South Carolinians aware of the 
importance of keeping the state clean 
and beautiful. Recipients of the grants 
are required to develop and implement 
programs that focus on education, anti- 
litter awareness, enforcement and pickup 
with the goal to change the behavior of 
those who create litter. 


Chapter. Earle and Wright 
discussed the importance of 
agricultural education programs 
in secondary schools. They 
shared the success story of 
McBee's Agricultural 
Education Department where more than 
seventy percent of the student body are 
enrolled in agricultural education courses 
and more than half of those students are 
on the school’s Honor Roll. 


more than one hundred farmers, 
other agribusiness leaders and 
FFA members from Lamar, 


Lamar FFA Members Keri Gainey 
(left) and Theresa Copeland; 
Commissioner Hugh Weathers; 
other Lamar FFA members T. J. 
Boice, Frankie McCullough, 
Jimmy Bell, Kayla Gilmore and 
FFA Advisor Bert Beasley. 


Senator David Thomas (left) 
congratulates Branchville 

FFA officers Brett Ardis and 
Benjamin Kinsey as their 
advisor M. Pat Black looks 
on approvingly. 


Branchville FFA 
Advisor M. Pat Black said 
the chapter will use their 
funds to purchase plants to 
landscape Branchville and Branchville 
High School grounds. 

State Senator David Thomas of 
Greenville serves as chairman of the 
PalmettoPride anti-litter organization 
and Rick Cothran, an FFA alumnus from 
Greenville, is the executive director. 


The conference, attended by 


Don Boice (left), an official with Pee Dee 
Farm Credit, Florence; State Commissioner of 
Agriculture Hugh Weathers; Allen Wright, 
McBee FFA President and Pat Earle, 
Agricultural Education Teacher at McBee 
High School. 


Hartsville and McBee High Schools, was 
coordinated by Don Boice, an official 
with Pee Dee Farm Credit, in concert with 
local Agricultural Educators Bert Beasley 
and Al Gray who serve as advisors to the 
Young Farmer and Agribusiness group. A 
delicious dinner was sponsored by Pee Dee 
Farm Credit. 

The Lamar FFA Chapter presented 
Commissioner of Agriculture Weathers 
an Honorary FFA Chapter Degree in 
recognition of his outstanding support of 
agricultural education. 


___ Robert Smith. 
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Governor Sar 
State FFA Event 


Governor Mark Sanford addressed Committee, presented the State FFA 
hundreds of FFA members from throughout — Officer Team a Concurrent Resolution 
the state on Wednesday, February 22. The of Recognition and Commendation 
students and their supporters gathered from the House of Representatives 
on the north steps of the State Capitol and the Senate in recognition of the 
to mark the observance of National FFA outstanding agricultural education 
Week and pay tribute to members of the programs in South Carolina. 
South Carolina General Assembly and other State Senator Nikki Setzler 
government leaders. recognized the Lexington, Pelion 

The Governor praised the students and Gilbert FFA Chapters for their 
for their involvement in the FFA and successful replacement of a greenhouse 
their interest in a career in agriculture. at Wilcox Central High School in 
He pointed out that America’s farmers, Camden, Alabama, after the one there aie ; poet niinenis , 
though less than 2 million in number, are was destroyed by Hurricane Katrina. Above: Manning FFA Color Guard members 
so technically skilled and scientifically McBee FFA member Jennifer Perdue Lane Ham (left) and De-Quan Williams 
proficient that they produce more than and Ethan Sansbury of Latta were with their Adi SOF pease See. 
16 percent of the world’s food supply. He presented the prestigious American FFA Dae RE Bali members 
presented a Proclamation on National FFA Degree by the State FFA officers. W. Pat not shown were Allison Ragin and 
Week to the State FFA officers. Earle is the FFA advisor at McBee High Mercedes Johnson. 

State Representative Jeffrey D. School and Annette Kirton is the advisor at ‘ re 
Duncan of Clinton, Vice Chairman of the Latta High School. Below: Jessica Hook, President of the 


Lexington FFA Chapter, sang the National 


e Agri y Resou 
House Agriculture and Natural Resources then 


Pendleton High 
School Band 
members perform 
under the direction 
of Band Director 


Captions 

1. Governor Mark Sanford presented 
@ Proclamation on FFA Week in South 
Carolina to State FFA Vice President 
Jacob Powers (left), State Secretary 
Emily Waggoner, State President 
Stephen Tyner, State Vice President 
Michael Burdette, State Vice President 
Jason Gore, and State Vice President 
Shane Grice. 


2. State Representative Jeffrey D. 
Duncan presented a Concurrent 
Resolution approved by the House and 
Senate to the State FFA officers. 


3. Ethan Sansbury is congratulated by his 
FFA Advisor Annette Kirton. 


4. Jennifer Perdue congratulated by State 
FFA President Stephen Tyner. 


5. York FFA member Samuel Hall presented 
Governor Sanford a flat of hydoponic 
tomatoes and a bucket of fresh-from-the- 

JSield strawberries grown on his family 
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Lee Harter, Editor of the 7/MES AND only daily paper in South Carolina with a “~~ 
DEMOCRAT in Orangeburg, SC, has been full page devoted to farm and garden news ae /. 
awarded the Honorary State FFA Degree. on a weekly basis. 

He was recognized for his superb The Honorary Degree is the highest 
reporting of agricultural news in the award presented to a supporter of the FFA Lee'Harters 
TIMES AND DEMOCRAT newspaper, the in South Carolina. @ 


FARMER 


Bamberg man elected 
to lead State’s Young 


Farmer-Agribusiness 
Association 

By Minnie Miller 

Times & Democrat Correspondent 


BAMBERG...A fifth-generation farmer in 
the Spring Branch community of Bamberg 
County became president of the South 
Carolina Young Farmer-Agribusiness 
Association at the 58th annual conference 
at Hilton Head, January 27-28. 

Henry H. Herndon farms 500 acres 
of row crops, 200 acres of hay and runs 
about 220 Simmental- Angus-Beef Master 
cattle on his family farm. His educational 
background includes a degree in crimi- 
nal justice from the University of South 
Carolina and a master’s in agricultural 
education from Clemson University. 

The South Carolina Young Farmer- 
Agribusiness Association is a state 
organization of out-of-school young people 
who are engaged in agriculture. It is also 
designed to aid interested adults through 
systematic and organized educational pro- 
grams on agriculture and agribusiness. 

Agribusiness is a very diverse field 
and includes not only farmers but also 
people in golf course management, for- 
estry, horticulture, fertilizer production, 
irrigation installation and many other 
areas, Herndon said in an interview. 

As the incoming president of the SC 
YFAA, Herndon would like to make the 
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public more aware of two important prob- 
lems that people in agriculture face today. 

“The two most important problems | 
see facing farmers are development in rural 
areas and producing safe food that is supe- 
tior to foreign products,” Herndon said. 

When people buy land and move to 
the country, he said, they need to appreci- 
ate and enjoy what it has to offer instead 
of trying to recreate where they came from 
in the city. 

“When you move into a farming com- 
munity there are going to be smells and 
wildlife, along with the mosquitoes, that 
come with being in a rural area,” Herndon 
said. 

He said he would also like the public 
to have a better understanding of what 
farmers and agribusiness people go 
through to produce safe products, espe- 
cially food products. 

“People need to realize that American 
farmers have a gamut of government regu- 
lations to deal with,” Herndon said. “As 
a result, the food products consumers get 
from American farms are safe.” 

Imported produce may be cheaper at 
times, Herndon said, but it may have been 
grown using child labor and sprayed with 


Dr. Donnie King, 
Professor of Agricultural 
Education at Clemson 
University was presented 
the Distinguished 

Service Award by 

the SC Young Farmer 

& Agribusiness 
Association. 
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Regular vaccinations are part of keeping 

a herd healthy. Here, Henry Herndon of 
Bamberg County who became president 

of the South Carolina Young Farmer- 
Agribusiness Association in January, uyects 
a young heifer with a combination vaccine 
efter applying a wormer to its back. Jack 

Johnson, tn background, prepares to putin 
an ear tag. 


chemicals and other substances that have 
been outlawed in the United States. 

“Overall, I think people need to be 
more understanding and lenient toward 
farmers, the amount of land they need to 
produce and the fact that it’s a dirty job,” 
Herndon said. 

He hopes that in his position as 
president of the SC YFAA he will be able to 
make the general public aware of some of 
the needs of agribusiness while showing 
them what agribusiness does for them. 

“American food truly is better,” 
Herndon said. 


Reprinted with permission from the 
Orangeburg Times and Democrat 
Newspaper. 


Jeremy Holtzclaw, 

a member of the 

Crescent Young Farmer- 
Agribusiness Chapter, was 
' named the Outstanding 
Chapter President in 
South Carolina. This 
award ts sponsored by 
the John Deere Dealers in 
South Carolina. 


Edsel Williams, treasurer, Britton's Neck. 


James Mangum of Pageland, 

SC, was named recipient of the 
Outstanding Agribusiness Award 
in South Carolina by the SC 
Young Farmer and Agribusiness 
Association at its conference in 
Hilton Head in January. 

Mangum and his wife, Nancy, 
own and operate a successful retail 
produce market in Monroe, NC. The 
environmentally controlled facility 
is designed for operation throughout 
the year. 

The prestigious award was 
presented by Edsel Williams on 
behalf of the Pee Dee Federal 
Savings Bank, sponsor of the 
recognition program in concert with 
the Young Farmer and Agribusiness 
organization. 


Officers of the SC Young Farmer and Agribusiness 
Association for 2006 are (seated from left) Lauren 
Holden, vice president, Star; Henry Herndon, 
president, Bamberg; Roger Smith, president-elect, 
Jefferson. (Standing from lefi) Michael Nance, vice 
president, McConnells; Robert Stafford, vice president, 
Sumter; Ricky McDaniel, past president, Sumter; and 
Jeff Sandifer, vice president, Barnwell. (inset photo) 


Mangum Recipient of 
State Agribusiness Award 


Mangum is a member of the 
Central Young Farmer and Agri- 
business Chapter in Pageland. 


James Mangum (center) with 
Agricultural Education teachers and 
Young Farmer Advisors Ashli Young 
(left) and Tim Maye. 


Met in Hilton Head— as 
January 27-28, 2006 


SC Young Farmerand 


As 


Stanley Gibson (left), 
Agricultural Education 
Teacher and Young Farmer- 
Agribusiness Advisor at West 
Oak High School, Westminster, 
received the Outstanding 
Chapter Award from State 

Vice President Joey Link 

of Pendleton. This award ts 
sponsored by Southern States. 


Burrows 
Named 
Outstanding 
Farmer in SC 


FE Clark Burrows, a prominent Sumter 
County farmer and agricultural leader was 
named the Outstanding Farmer in South 
Carolina by the SC Young Farmer and 
Agribusiness Association at its conference 
in Hilton Head in January. 

Burrows farms in partnership with 
his brothers, Sammy and Rey, who own 
and operate the 2000 acre Triple C Farms 
at Burrows Crossroads where they produce 


corn, cotton, peanuts, soybeans and wheat. 


The prestigious award was presented 
by Karen Baxley, an official with AgSouth 
Farm Credit, sponsor of the recognition 
program in concert with Pee Dee Farm 
Credit and the SC Young Farmer and 
Agribusiness organization. . 

Burrows is a member 
of the Sumter County 
_ Young Farmer and 
. Agribusiness Chapter. 
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Agribusiness Association 


nd 


John Weathers, Agricultural 
Education teacher at the Sumter 
County Career Center, was named — 
the Outstanding Young Farmer- 
Agribusiness Advisor in South 
Carolina. This award ts sponsored 
by Learning Labs. 


EF Clark Burrows is 
> congratulated by Karen 
Baxley. 


Gilbert Primary School students, faculty 
and administrators are experiencing a 
school-wide integrated curriculum known 
as ‘Down On The Farm In Gilbert’ through- 
out the school year. 

The hallways and classrooms are 
attractively decorated with displays 
highlighting agriculture. Pictures of 


Top left: Principal Loretta Arnette (left) with 
Kindergarten teacher Mandy Grigsby and FFA 
President Al Arnette at John Deere picture 


Mrs. Marie Thomason Bowie (le/t) 
with Jessica Davis. 


Left: Gilbert Primary School Principal Loretta 
Arnette and students at @ Christmas tree 
decorated by using agricultural products. 


Gilbert Primary Sch 
Experience Agricultur 
with ‘Down On The Farm’ 
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barns, tractors, trees, poultry and a sign 
about milk line the walls to tell the story 
of agriculture. The displays are made 

by the students with some assistance 
form teachers and volunteers from the 
community. 

A major feature at Christmas time 
was two trees beautifully decorated with 
student-made ornaments using agricul- 
tural products. 

Al Arnette, President of the Gilbert 
High School FFA Chapter, along with other 
Gilbert FFA members and Advisor Derrick 
Cooper, assist to make ‘Down on the Farm 
in Gilbert’ a great agricultural education 
experience. 
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Jessica Davis, a recent graduate of Clemson 
University with a master’s degree in 
Agricultural Education, is the new Clemson 
University Cooperative Extension Service/4- 
H agent for Anderson School District Three. 
The school district and Clemson University 
each are paying half of Ms. Davis’ salary to 
initiate the pilot program. 

Ms. Davis will work with elementary 
and middle school teachers and students 
to integrate natural resource and agri- 
cultural education into the curriculum. 

She will encourage students to become 
involved in 4-H. 

Expanded outdoor learning for Starr- 
Iva area students has been enhanced by 
Mrs. Marie Thomason Bowie's placement 
of 800 acres of land into one of South 
Carolina’s largest conservation easements 
for use by the school district. 

The property is a beautiful rural land- 
scape with a mixture of pasture, woodland, 
streams and ponds. Students may observe 
horses, mules and other animals, visit an 
antique farm equipment museum, conduct 
water quality experiments or study the 
growth of trees. 


Ms. Davis will assist local Agricultural 
Education teachers and FFA members with 
career development events. 

A community-wide reception was held 
in March to provide Ms. Davis an opportu- 
nity to share her vision for the program. 

Gary Jordan, a member of the 
Thomason-Bowie Foundation Board, pre- 
sented Ms. Davis a check for $500 to assist 
with supplies and equipment. « 


Dr. Hugh Smith (left), Superintendent of 
Anderson School District Three; Jessica 
Davis; Chris Corzine, Agricultural 
Education Teacher at Crescent High School; 
and Marty Watts, Anderson County Senior 
Extension Agent and @ member of the 
District Board of Trustees. 
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Fort Mill Dairy Food Team 
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Fort Mill FFA Dairy Foods Team members 


Allison Rabon, Sarah Stevens, Rachel 


Ostendorff, Nicole Ross and Holly Dunn 


won expense paid-trips, along with their 
Advisor Carrie C. Bolin (center in photo), 
to participate in the National Finals. 


Rachel Ostendorff and Sarah Stevens tied 


for high scorer in the state event 

The Abbeville team was Runner-up 
and the York team placed third in the 
event. 


Saluda FFA Dairy Animal Evaluation 
Team members Andrew Forest, Rhonda 
Bryan, Lisa Stone and Caitlan Bell 
were awarded expense-paid trips, along 
with Advisor Amanda Nichols (at right 
in photo), to participate in the National 
Finals. Lisa Stone was the high scorer in 
the state competition held at Clemson. 

The Thurmond team was Runner-up 
and the Dixie team placed third. 
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Hillcrest Equine Team 


Hillcrest FFA Equine Team members 
Robyn Kellett, Kaity D'Angelo, Chelsea 
Jones and Casey Hill were awarded 
expense-paid trips, along with Advisor 
Clark Woods (left in photo), to participate 
in the National Finals. Casey Hill was 

the high scorer and Robyn Kellett was 

the second high scorer in the state finals. 
Clemson University Agricultural Education 
student teacher Meghan McPhail (right in 
photo) assisted in coaching the team. 

The Chesterfield team was Runner-up 
and the Indian Land team placed third. 
Chesterfield 
Livestock Team 
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Chesterfield FFA Livestock Evaluation 
Team members Rebecca Carter, Sarah 
Davis, Corey Rutan and Will Kinard 
awarded expense-paid trips, along with 
their Advisor Beth Whisenhunt (left in 
photo), to compete in the National Finals. 

The Travelers Rest team was Runner- 
up with Nathan Coggins as the high scorer 
and the Belton-Honea Path team placed 
third. 


Lexington 
Floriculture Team 


Lexington Technology Center Floriculture 


Team members Will Amick, Richard 


Blume. Patrick Williams and Emily Ivey 
were awarded expense-paid trips, along 
with Advisor Tommy Harmon (second 
from right in photo), to participate in the 
National Finals. Will Amick was the high 
scorer and Patrick Williams was the third 
high scorer in the state competition. 

The Thurmond team was Runner-up 
and the Aiken team placed third. 


Lexington Technology Center FFA Nursery- 
Landscape Team members Justin Wright, 
Jessica Hook, Robbie Fox and Cooper Ress 
were awarded expense-paid trips, along 
with their Advisor Tommy Harmon (left 
in photo), to participate in the National 
Finals. Robbie Fox was the high scorer and 
Justin Wright was second high scorer. 

The Thurmond team was Runner-up 
and Anderson I & II Career Center team 
placed third. 
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Dozier Addresses Manning FFA Program 


‘Terry Dozier, a four year basketball starter Dozier said “this is what saved me after Other highlights of the program 
with the University of South Carolina basketball because educated people make included a superb performance of the FFA 
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Gamecocks and former NBA player with the fewer mistakes.” As he concluded his officers, musical presentations by FFA 
Charlotte Hornets. was the keynote speaker message he lifted his copy of the Bible and members and the recitation of the FFA 
at an FFA Week Assembly program at shared how his faith in God had made the Creed in Spanish by Brandi Del Rio. 
: Manning High School on March 2. most important difference in his life. Manning Middle School FFA Officers 
: Dozier, holding a basketbal! high Clarendon School District Two Board and Advisor Lori Rhodes also attended the 
above his head, shared how it had given of Trustees Chairman William Johnson program. « 
i ' him an identity as a youngster, made his and Amos Hatcher, Resource Officer at the 
J quest for a college education possible and high school, were awarded the Honorary 


provided an opportunity for him to see the FFA Chapter Degree. 
world. Showing off his university diploma, 


fanning FFA Officers seatec q (left fo rig ht) 
Kr rystal Ridgeway, Meagan Bryant, 
Alycia Hatcher, and Brittany Marcellin. 
Standing (left to right) Jessica Smith, 
Katrina Brunson, Phillip Murray, Nate 
Lyles, Robert Ridgeway, Brittanie Smith, 
Chanelle Johnson and Brandi Del Rio. 


Manning FFA President Meagan Bryant 
with Amos Hatcher, William Johnson and 
Michael Haynes. 


Terry Dozier (center) with Manning FFA 
President Meagan Bryant and Michael 
Haynes, FFA Advisor. 
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B. J. Skelton FFA Chapter Prese 


The B. J. Skelton Career Center FFA Chapter Left: Nolan Stewart (left) congratulates 


held their annual Awards and Recognition Mrs.Betty Newton, Johnny Newton and 
Program in the Fellowship Hall of the First Ronald Wearing on being awarded the 
Baptist Church in Pickens on March 2. Honorary FFA Chapter Degree. 
Approximately 200 participants, including 
FFA members, school officials, parents and Member, the Outstanding FFA Freshman, 
sponsors attended. Sophomore, Junior and Senior; FFA Chapter 
Stephen Tyner, President of the Degrees, Star Chapter Farmer Award, Star 
SC FFA Association and a freshman at Greenhand Award. 
Clemson University, was the keynote A number of members were recognized 
speaker. He challenged the members to for their participation in FFA-sponsored 
take full advantage of the opportunities Career Development Events. Below: Aaron Porter (left front), 
available to them through the FFA to The FFA Advisors are Steve McCannon, Outstanding FFA Freshman; Angelina 
enhance their preparation for college anda Abbie Piotrowsky and David Jensen, Toh, CUES sr FUP nomore, Kathy, 
cayeer in agriculture. Agricultural Educators at the Center. Black, Outstanding FFA Senior; and 


Ali Datko, Outstanding FFA Junior. FFA 
Advisors (left to right in back) David Jensen, 
Steve McCannon and Abbie Piotrowsky. 


Awards presented included Honorary 
Chapter Degrees, the Exemplary FFA 


Cassi Young (lei), the Exemplary FFA 
Member Award recipient, with Caitlin Raines, 
Star Greenhand Award winner and Nolan 
Stewart, Chapter Star Farmer Award recipient. 


Cameron Burns, a junior at Pendleton 
High School and FFA chapter secretary, 
is the state winner in the Ag Day Essay 
competition. The announcement was 
made by DuPont Crop Protection and the 
Agriculture Council of America on March 
13. The theme of this year’s essay contest 
was “Growing Our Energy: Alternative Fuels 
from Agriculture.” 

In her essay, Cameron wrote, “the 
changing face of the farming industry in 
the United States will be positively affected 
by increasing production of biodiesel and 
ethanol, or other alternative fuels. Our 


Cooper Receives 
SC Cooperative 
Council Award 


Hunter Cooper, a junior at Calhoun Falls 
High School and an FFA officer, is the first 
recipient of the South Carolina Cooperative 
Council’s Outstanding Youth Award. The 
award was presented by Miriam Pflug, 
Marketing Manager with AgSouth Farm 
Credit, ACA, at the annual conference of the 
council in Columbia in March. 

In 2005 Hunter represented South 
Carolina at the Regional Cooperative 
Youth Leadership Conference in North 
Carolina where he was selected as the 
outstanding delegate from South Carolina. 
He was awarded an expense-paid trip 
to the National Institute of Cooperative 
Education Conference held in Lexington, 
KY, sponsored by the South Carolina 
Cooperative Council. He was accompanied 


Bryan Rowe, president of the Fort Mill FFA 
Chapter, has received a Johnson and Wales 
University National FFA Scholarship valued 
at $ 14,000. He will receive the scholarship 
in increments of $3500 per year for four 
years. 

A senior at Fort Mill High School, 
Bryan has served as president of the FFA 
chapter for two years. His Supervised F 
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| in Ag Day Competition 


Fort Mill FFA President Awarded 
$14,000 Scholarship 


country will become less dependent on 
foreign refineries and less impacted by 
increasing oil prices as we produce our own 
fuel sources and support our agricultural 
economy.” 

The essay competition is sponsored 
by DuPont, Case IH, the Council for 
Agricultural Science and Technology, High 
Plains Journal, the National Association of 
Farm Broadcasters and the National Agri- 
Marketing Association. 

Cameron is the daughter of Gary and 
Sarah Burns of Pendleton. 


Miriam Pflug (left), Hunter Cooper and 
Marie Stiles. 


by Marie Stiles, executive director of the SC 
Cooperative Council. 

While at the National Institute Hunter 
was named one of the top four male 
scholars. He will represent South Carolina 
at the 2006 National Institute scheduled in 
Pennsylvania in August. 

Hunter is the son of Stanley and Mary 
Cooper of Calhoun Falls. His FFA Advisor 
is Calvert Sherard, Agricultural Education 
Teacher at Calhoun Falls High School. 


Agricultural Experience Program is at the 
Anne Springs Close Greenway Horse Farm in 
Fort Mill. _ 

His FFA Advisor is Carrie C. Bolin, 
Agricultural Education Teacher at Fort Mill 
High School. 

Bryan, the son of Thomas and Karen 
Rowe of Fort Mill, plans to pursue a major in 
accounting at Johnson and Wales. 


SOUTIT CAROLINA 


FARMERS HALL 
Built 1826-1828 
. Home of 
Pendleton Farmers Society 
wupanized 1615. 
- ithin this hall 
THOMAS GREEN CLEMSON, 
mone of the Society's presiden‘ 
Irst discussed with its memb 
the plans for the founding 
CLEMSON COLLEGE. 


Keown Named — 
Member — 
of Pendleton 


Farmers Society 


Tim R. Keown of Iva, SC, has been 
selected for membership in the presti- 
gious and historic Pendleton Farmers: 
Society. 

A former member of the Crescent 
FFA Chapter, Keown is a graduate of 
Clemson University with a BS degree 
in Agricultural Education. He is cur- 
rently pursuing a MS degree and plans 
to become an agricultural educator. 

The Pendleton Farmers Society, 
organized in 1815, meets in the 
Farmers Hall which was constructed in 
1828 on the square in Pendleton. It is 
the oldest farmers hall in continuous 
use in the nation. 

It was in this Hall that Thomas 
Green Clemson, a former president of 
the Society, first discussed plans for 
establishing a land grant institution 
which became a reality and today is 
Clemson University. ~ 


Bryan Rowe is 
congratulated 
by FFA Advisor 
Carrie Bolin. 


www.scaged.org 


Some just grow up 
~ loving the land. 


We'll be here for them. 

No one understands the challenges and dreams of America’s future oF; ( 

farmers better than Farm Credit. And no one is more motivated to help 4 ARM REDIT 
make those dreams come true. We've been financing rural America for Loans for Agriculture and a whole lot more. 
90 years and we'll be here when it's their time. 1 8 0 0 6 7 3 3 9 9 9 
Whether it’s land, barns, equipment, vehicles, or even buying a home, www.agfirst.com 


we know where to begin. Call us; we're the experts. OO aise tz 
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They're basic necessities 
And theyreallprened oy 
Some folks may take farmersifor 
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= working to promote agriculture, 

SCS second largest fealty 
Our mission is'to promote agricultural interests in the 
State of South Carolina\and to optimize the lives of those 
involved in agriculture while being respectful|to the needs 
and concerns ofall citizens in our state. 
Over 130,500 families across the state take SOUTH CAROLINA 
advantage of the many benefits available to 
SC Farm Bureau member families, 


Call us today for more information. FARM 


1-800-628-4571 BUREAU 
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